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Our core value this term is:

Service

Quote of the week:

Do to others as you 
would have them do to 

you
Luke 6:31

Our golden apple 
winners this week are….

W/B 02/02/26:
Year 6 - Mock SATS

Monday
Breakfast club

Lego+Board games ASC: 
3.15-4.30
Tuesday

Breakfast club: 8-8.30
Forest School Sessions

Bikes+Trikes ASC: 3.15-4.30

Wednesday
PFA AGM 2pm 

Breakfast club: 8-8.30
PE Lessons

Sports Skills ASC: 3.15-4.30

Thursday
Breakfast club: 8-8.30
Creative ASC: 3.15-4.30

Friday
Breakfast Club: 8-8.30

Chromebooks ASC: 3.15-4.30

Please like, comment and share on 
our social media posts to spread 
the word of our wonderful school!. 

Click below to be taken to them.

The winning house this week:

Dear Parents and Carers,

Thank you for your understanding and support around 
Tuesday’s school closure due to the weather. We never take 
the decision to close lightly, and the safety of our children, 
families and staff is always our priority. We are very grateful 
for the way families engaged with home learning on that day, 
and it was pleasing to be able to remain open for the rest of 
the week despite the additional rainfall.

As you will see from this week’s photo gallery, the wintry 
weather provided a rich theme across many lessons, with 
children making the most of seasonal learning opportunities 
both indoors and out. It has been lovely to see their curiosity, 
creativity and resilience shine through.

We have also increased our focus on spelling at Thorncombe. 
Alongside online spelling games, we have introduced a new 
spelling programme called Spelling Shed to support good 
progress, particularly in Key Stage 2. This approach builds on 
the strong phonics foundations developed in earlier years 
and in Year 2, helping children to apply spelling patterns and 
strategies more confidently. If you have any questions about 
how best to support spellings at home, please do speak with 
your child’s class teacher.

Finally, a reminder to please ensure you have booked your 
parent meeting if you have not already done so. 
Appointments are booked via Arbor, and teachers are looking 
forward to meeting with you to discuss your child’s progress.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support.

Warm regards,  Sal Davies

Silver Birch
Log of house point winners for end of term 

prize:

Week 1:English Oak
Week 2: English Oak
Week 3: Silver Birch
Week 4: Silver Birch
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Little Acorns - Claire Stockford
This week in Little Acorns we have continued to explore people who help us. This week we 

have focused on Firefighters and what they do. Little Acorns have engaged in various 
activities to support their learning, we have turned our home corner area into a nd fire 

station, dressed up as firefighters and exploring and discussing real life pictures. We have 
so much fun exploring this topic and becombing firefighters this week. 

We have explored numbers this and learning that anything can be counted. As we build 
towers we can count how many blocks, building a train track and counting trains. I have 
noticed Little Acorns very much enjoy counting especially when they initiate a game of 

hide and seek and take it turns to count! What superstars! 

Over the next week…
● Hear your child read at least 3 times each week. Please record this in their reading 

records/BoomReader. Parents - children are never too old to have a story read to them. 
They gain so much from this special time with you.

● Practise your multiplication and division facts using TTRS or other resources.

 

Class News from this Week!

Orchard

Maths x

English x

Spellings

Science x

DT

French

RE x

History

PE x

PSHCE

Forest School

Computing

Music

Pippin Class - Mrs Wheaton

Over the past few weeks in computing 
with Mr Harris, the children have been 

using computers to create lists and 
design rockets using basic art tools. 

This week they built their rockets, and 
next week they will launch them, collect 
data and record their findings digitally.

In PE, we have continued our units on 
gymnastics and sending and receiving. 

In gymnastics, all children created 
balances using shapes, with Reception 
focusing on core strength, Year 1 and 2 
developing control, and Year 3 refining 
technique. They linked their balances to 

music, working in pairs, small groups 
and as a whole group.

In Science this week we have explored 
waterproof materials. We have made 

predictions on which materials will be 
waterproof and tested our ideas, 

building structures and choosing a 
material to act as the roof. Lots of the 

children made correct predictions!

Pippin

Maths x

English x

Phonics xx

Science x

Art x

RE xx

Geography

PE xx

Music x

PSHCE xx

Forest School

Computing x

Orchard Class - Miss Taylor
In Maths this week, Year 3 and 4 

explored measurement, comparing 
different units of length and using them 
to measure the school playground. Year 
5 and 6 have moved on to fractions and 

have worked hard multiplying unit 
fractions and mixed numbers. 

In Science, Year 3 and 4 investigated 
shadows and how they change when 

objects move closer to or further away 
from a light source. Year 5 and 6 

learned all about metamorphosis by 
comparing the life cycles of amphibians 
and insects, they researched their own 

insect for their diagrams..

In Geography, Orchard Class explored 
altitudinal bands and mountain 

features at different heights, producing 
some lovely diagrams to show their 

understanding.

Well done to all the children for their 
enthusiasm and effort this week!

 Use a computer to make a list.
 Explain the benefits of making 

a list on the computer.
 Use a basic range of tools on 

art software to design a rocket.
 Sequence instructions.
 Follow instructions to build 

their model rocket.
 Evaluate and edit their rocket 

design.



 Storm Changra!

Although we had 
to close on 

Tuesday due to 
the weather, it 
was brilliant to 

see so much 
fantastic 

learning taking 
place at home! 
Thank you for 

sending in your 
work.

Well done 
everyone!



 What a lovely week!



 What a lovely week!In Art, Pippin class have been exploring texture. Last 
week they used materials to create textured paper 

based on a picture of their choice. This week they used 
those to create a collage. They look fab!



 What a lovely week!



 Maths games!

Year 1 & 2 have been 
rolling a dice with larger 
numbers and hoping for 

an even number to create 
an array. They then wrote 
the multiplication. They 
were challenged to find 
different multiplication 
sentences for the same 

number.

Reception have 
been quickly 

recognising the 
patterns on the 
dice and circled 
the number of 

dots.

The game might look the same but the learning is 
so different!



Safeguarding Information

Our child protection policy can be found here.

Mental Health Support Services:
Dorset Support Somerset Support Devon Support

 

Mrs Merryn Wheaton
EYFS Lead and Pippin 

Teacher
Deputy DSL

https://stmarys.acornacademy.org/216/policies-1
https://www.dorsethealthcare.nhs.uk/access-mental-health
https://www.somersetft.nhs.uk/mental-health/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/care-and-health/mental-health/

