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Our core value this term is:

Dear Parents and Carers, ge/’l/'ce

Welcome back, and a very happy New Year to you all. | / Our golden apple \
hope you enjoyed a restful and joyful Christmas holiday winners this week are....

with your families.

Despite the stormy weather we have experienced
recently, it has been wonderful to see such a positive
and settled start to the new half term. Thank you, as
always, for your support and flexibility. Please be
reassured that in the event of severe weather, should a
school closure ever be necessary, we will inform you at
the earliest possible opportunity. This is always a last
resort and only ever taken with the safety of our The winning house this week:

children, families, and staff in mind. Ehg/;gh Oaé

| oam delighted to say how wonderful it is to have Mr
Harris back in school, once again teaching Computing
to the children. They have also adapted brilliantly to the W/B 12/01/26
change of Forest School day from Friday to Tuesday, At a glance:
and are thoroughly enjoying their sessions with Paloma. Monday

INSET DAY

Looking ahead, teachers will be in touch shortly with
invitations to parents’ meetings. These can be arranged Tuesday
either face-to-face or by phone—please do specify your Breakfast club: 8-8.30

preference at the time of booking. Forest School Sessions

Bikes+Trikes ASC: 3.15-4.30
Thank you for your continued support. We look forward Ikes*irikes

to a productive and enjoyable half term ahead. Wednesday
Breakfast club: 8-8.30

PE Lessons
Sports Skills ASC: 3.15-4.30

Thursday
Spring Census Day - pupil
attendance is very important to
Thought of the Week linked to support next year's funding.
this term’s value, Service: Breakfast club: 8-8.30
Creative ASC: 3.15-4.30

Warm regards, Sal Davies

Please like, comment and share on
our social media posts to spread
the word of our wonderful schooll.

Click below to be taken to them. “We are not put on this earth

for ourselves, but for each Friday

other. Breakfast Club: 8-8.30

Chromebooks ASC: 3.15-4.30

/" \\ St. Mary's CE Primary Academy, Chard Street, Thorncombe, Somerset, TA20 4NE
( SAGES i Phone: 01460 30535 Email: office@stmarysthorncombe.dorset.sch.uk
2oz Website: https://www.stmarysthorncombe.dorset.sch.uk/
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Class News from this Week!

Little Acorns - Claire Stockford
We have had such a wonderful first week back in Little Acorns. It was lovely to welcome
the children back and welcome new children, who already have settled in so well. | have
loved hearing the children talk so excitedly about all the things they got for Christmas.
This term we will be exploring people who help us and our story of the week is
Doctorsaurus. The children have loved roleplaying doctors based on some of their own
experiences of going to the Doctors. Little Acorns have also enjoyed exploring string
painting, building with the duplo, puzzles and playing gomes like hide and seek. We
also enjoyed Forest school this week, where we went and explored the snow on a
wintery walk and making ice cakes.

Pippin Class - Mrs Wheaton
In maths Year 1& 2 have been
practising addition and subtraction,
with children becoming increasingly
confident and quicker at completing
calculations independently. Reception
have explored numbers to 5,
subitising and finding amounts
quickly.

We have been developing our sending
and receiving skills in PE through fun
target games, including knocking
balls off cones. The challenge was
increased by narrowing the space we
threw through to improve accuracy
and control.

In English we have been exploring The

Storm Whale, focusing on describing

the characters and the setting using

thoughtful language and details from
the story.

Have a look on the next page to see
our super cool work in Musicl!

Orchard Class - Miss Taylor

It has been a lovely start to the new term in
Orchard Class! After the Christmas break,
the children have returned happy and
smiling, full of enthusiasm and some
wonderful ideas.

We have begun a new DT unit, Constructing a
Castle. The children have been learning
about the key features of castles and have
thoroughly enjoyed designing and carefully
labelling their own creations.

In Science, Years 3 and 4 have started their
learning about Light. They had great fun
comparing different objects in light and

darkness by exploring items in a feely bag.

Years 5 and é have begun their unit on Living
Things and Their Habitats, where they
explored mammal life cycles and learned all
about monotremes and marsupials.

This week, we also welcomed our fabulous
trout back into the classroom. This will form
an exciting part of the Year 5/6 Science
learning as we observe the eggs hatch and
follow the life cycle closely.

In Maths, the children have continued
developing their multiplication and division
skills. Years 5 and 6 have been using both
short and long division this week and have
worked extremely hard - well done to them!

Over the next week...

e Hear your child read at least 3 times each week. Please record this in their reading
records/BoomReader. Parents - children are never too old to have a story read to them.
They gain so much from this special time with you.

e Practise your multiplication and division facts using TTRS or other resources.

Year 1 2s, 5s, 10s
Year 2 2s, Ss, 10s
Year 3 3s,4s, 8s

Year 4,5 and 6

all multiplication tables up to 12x12

Children learn
4,000 to 12,000
words per year
through reading.




Pippin are learning about being in a band in their
music lessons. Over the next few weeks they will be
working together to create music in their bands.

Here they are, looking super cool in their band!
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What a lovely week!
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class were amazing in their first flute lesson!
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1 START EARLY
CONVERSATIONS

Begin talking about online behaviour

from the moment children start using

devices. Use age-appropriate language and
revisit topics regularly, making it clear they can
speak to you about anything that upsets or
confuses them. Keeping these chats open helps
build trust, so children are more likely to come to
you when needed.

VARG "N, \ \\Ei.f

5 PROMOTE SAFER
SHARING

Children can overshare without understanding
the risks. Remind them that photos, locations, or
> messages can be copied or shared beyond their
intended audience. Explain how even private
messages or group chats can be saved and/or
misused. Talk about what is appropriate to post,
message, and who it’s safe to share with.

.

5 ENCOURAGE
DIGITAL BALANCE

Many apps and games are designed to
keep users engaged through rewards, likes,
or constant updates. These features can make it

hard for children to switch off. Talk openly about
how these systems work and help children
recognise when it's time to take a break.
Building in tech-free routines supports a
healthier balance and awareness of their screen
time.

=\ T AT

4 CREATE A SAFE SPACE
FOR CONCERNS

When children come to you with a concern,
respond with interest and care, rather than

with alarm. Keeping your reaction measured
helps them feel safe and supported. This
doesn’t mean ignoring serious issues; it means
showing that you're there to help. When children
trust that they can speak openly, they're more
likely to feel supported through unpleasant
online experiences, and to ask for help in future.

g STAY INFORMED
AND CURRENT

With emerging technologies like Al

moving and changing so quickly, it's

important to stay updated on how children are
using new platforms, apps and games. Ask
them to show you what they use and let them
take the lead as you explore together. This
opens up valuable conversations and helps you
stay ahead of emerging risks and trends.

Dorset Support

¢ TEACH CRITICAL
THINKING

Talk to children about how to recognise
unreliable information or scams online.

With Al-generated videos, photos, and stories
becoming harder to spot, help children question
what they see and encourage them to look for
evidence, check sources, and ask questions.
These skills will help them avoid risks, make
smart choices, and develop healthy habits for
the future.
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7 SET CLEAR D
BOUNDARIES

Involve children in conversations
about device usage so they feel included.
Agree on digital rules such as screen-time
limits, age-appropriate apps, and no devicesin o=
bedrooms overnight. Use parental controls to
block or filter harmful content and explain that
rules are there to protect and support them, not
to spoil their fun.

LEAD BY EXAMPLE

Children often copy the behaviour of

adults around them. Show them what
balanced, respectful, and mindful use of
technology looks like, such as avoiding scrolling
during family time and speaking kindly in
messages. If you expect certain behaviour from
them online, make sure your own habits reflect
the same standards.

9 EXPLORE PRIVACY
SETTINGS TOGETHER

Show children how to use privacy tools on
apps, games, and websites. Teach them to
use strong passwords, block or report others
in response to problems, and avoid sharing
personal details. Explore settings together so
they feel confident and in control, and explain
that these features are there to help them stay
safe online.

5 KNOWWHERE @&
TOGETHELP & 4

Familiarise yourself with tools and organisations
that support online safety. The National College
offers online safety guides and webinars which
provide tips on staying safe. Websites like
Report Harmful Content and CEOP can be used
to report when something goes wrong. Show
children how to report or block users, and where
to goif they feel unsafe. Make sure they know
that asking for help is always the right thing to
do, and be prepared to support them.

‘e

Somerset Support Devon Support

Safequarding Information

Acting Head of School EYFS Lead and Pippin
Teacher

-

(i

Our child protection policy can be found here.



https://stmarys.acornacademy.org/216/policies-1
https://www.dorsethealthcare.nhs.uk/access-mental-health
https://www.somersetft.nhs.uk/mental-health/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/care-and-health/mental-health/

