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Our core value this term is:

Love and Compassion
Our golden apple 

winners this week are….

W/B 20/10/25 At a glance:
ASC = After School Club

Monday
Breakfast club: 8-8.30

PE Lessons
Lego+Board games ASC: 3.15-4.30
KS2 Dance Workshop @ Woodroffe

Tuesday
Breakfast club: 8-8.30

Bikes+Trikes ASC: 3.15-4.30

Wednesday
Breakfast club: 8-8.30

PE Lessons
Sports Skills ASC: 3.15-4.30

Thursday
Breakfast club: 8-8.30
Creative ASC: 3.15-4.30

Friday
INSET DAY 

Please like, comment and share on 
our social media posts to spread 
the word of our wonderful school!. 

Click below to be taken to them.

The winning house this week:

Dear Parents and Carers,

What another active and inspiring week it’s been. The 
children have continued to show such enthusiasm and 
energy in all areas of their learning. It’s been 
particularly wonderful to see how well they are 
engaging with Mr Harris, our specialist computing 
teacher. From coding challenges to creative digital 
projects, the children are developing their confidence 
and skills in technology.

A reminder that the portal for Reception admissions is 
now open. If you, or anyone you know, has a child due to 
start school in September and would like to find out 
more about what makes our school such a special 
place to learn, please contact the school office to 
arrange a tour. 

Next week will be the final week of this half term. Please 
note that school closes on Thursday 23rd October. The 
school will be closed on Friday 24th October for a 
non-pupil day to allow for staff training. We reopen for 
Autumn Term Two on Monday 3rd November at 8:30am.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. We 
wish all our families a restful and enjoyable half-term 
break when it arrives.

Warm WIshes,
Sal Davies 
Acting Head of School.

Thought of the Week:

English Oak
Log of house point winners for end of term 

prize:

Newsletter 1: English Oak
Newsletter 2: English Oak
Newsletter 3: English Oak
Newsletter 4: Silver Birch 

Newsletter 5:

mailto:office@stmarysthorncombe.dorset.sch.uk
https://www.stmarysthorncombe.dorset.sch.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/p/Thorncombe-St-Marys-CE-Primary-Academy-100055158566079/?locale=en_GB
https://www.instagram.com/thorncombeprimaryschool/#


Little Acorns - Claire Stockford
This week Little Acorns have again loved the mud kitchen! They have spent so much time there, 
playing alongside friends and roleplaying. I have seen so much of their imagination come to life 
and it’s been amazing to see. We have magically transformed into fairy this week, making some 

fairy wings, fairy wand and magic fairy dust using pine cones and glitter. We have had so much fun 
engaging in imaginative play, i have been turned into a frog and been made to freeze. The children 
found this absolutely hilarious!. We had so much fun! Little Acorns have very much enjoyed playing 

games like the floor is lava and Lucky Ducky board game. Throughout these activities they have 
displayed fantastic teamwork, demonstrated amazing turn taking skills and showing increasing 

growth within their independence. Amazing! The children have enjoyed Forest school over the last 
few weeks engaging in a variety of outdoor activities and roasting marshmallows on a fire. Have a 

lovely weekend! 

Over the next week…
● Hear your child read at least 3 times each week. Please record this in their reading 

records/BoomReader. Parents - children are never too old to have a story read to them. 
They gain so much from this special time with you.

● Practise your multiplication and division facts using TTRS or other resources.

 

Class News from this Week!

Orchard

Maths X

English X

Spellings

Science X

DT XX

French X

RE x

History X

PE

PSHCE

Forest School

Computing

Music

Pippin Class - Miss Chestney
This week has been our assessment week, 
so children have done some writing and 

reading assessments. The children do not 
know that they are being  assessed as they 

take place in the style of normal lessons. 

As part of their writing assessment, 
children in Year 1/2/3 have written their 

own autumnal stories, choosing their own 
characters and settings. When they are 
doing their assessments, we encourage 
them to do these as independently as 

possible. I am always so proud when we do 
these as it shows how much the children 

have picked up within their lessons. It does 
also highlight areas of focus going 

forwards which means our lessons can be 
personalised to children’s individual needs. 

The children have completed their 
reading/phonics assessments this week 

too. It has been great to see the progress 
over the term. Please ensure you are 

reading at home with your children at least 
3 times a week and write in their yellow 

reading records that we provide.

Thank you, Miss Chestney!

Pippins x

Maths x

English x

Phonics x

Science x

Art x

RE x

Geography x

PE x

Music x

PSHCE

Forest School

Computing x

Orchard Class - Miss Taylor
Orchard children have all completed their 

Independent Writing Assessments this 
week. They have been writing stories with 

issues and dilemmas, working very hard to 
include extra descriptive language to 

capture their readers’ attention.

In Science, Years 3 and 4 wrote up their 
findings from the “eggsperiment”. Everyone 

was fascinated to see the final effects of 
the different liquids on the eggs and some 

of the results were very surprising. In 
addition, Years 5 and 6 explored how 

smoking, alcohol and drugs affect the 
circulatory system as part of their topic  - 

Animals Including Humans.

In Geography, we have been learning about 
the human impact on rainforests, including 
deforestation. The children have been busy 

designing persuasive posters to raise 
awareness of the plight of the rainforests 

and they have shown great knowledge and 
real passion for protecting our planet.

Have a lovely weekend! 



Forest School 
Autumn 1 Update

All the children have been fully immersed in 
Forest School this Autumn Term. We’ve enjoyed 
weaving and leaf stitching to create beautiful, 
colourful mobiles, as well as some amazing 
cooking in the Mud Kitchen - “Anyone for Kiwi Pie 
with an Acorn Crust?” We’ve played lots of 
games, with a new favourite being “Bat and 
Moth,” offering a window into another world of 
sound and darkness. The children have built 
natural dens, explored camouflage, and 
practised their knots, will they withstand a 
downpour? Finally, before the holidays, we’ll 
celebrate around the fire pit and toast 
marshmallows. Have a well-deserved break, 
everyone, and enjoy time with your family and 
friends. - Paloma - Forest School Leader



What a lovely week!



What a lovely week!



Safeguarding Information

Our child protection policy can be found here.

Mental Health Support Services:
Dorset Support Somerset Support Devon Support

https://stmarys.acornacademy.org/216/policies-1
https://www.dorsethealthcare.nhs.uk/access-mental-health
https://www.somersetft.nhs.uk/mental-health/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/care-and-health/mental-health/

