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Our core value this term is:

Love and Compassion
Our golden apple winner 

this week is….

W/B 15/09/25 At a glance:
ASC = After School Club

Monday
Breakfast club: 8-8.30

PE Lessons
Lego+Board games ASC: 3.15-4.30

Tuesday
Breakfast club: 8-8.30

Bikes+Trikes ASC: 3.15-4.30

Wednesday
Breakfast club: 8-8.30

PE Lessons
Sports Skills ASC: 3.15-4.30

Thursday
Breakfast club: 8-8.30
Creative ASC: 3.15-4.30

Friday (forest clothes in bag)
Breakfast club: 8-8.30

Forest school sessions
Chromebooks ASC: 3.15-4.30

Please like, comment and share on 
our social media posts to spread 
the word of our wonderful school!. 

Click below to be taken to them.

The winning house this week:

Dear Parents and Carers,
A very warm welcome back to the new school year. It has 
been wonderful to see the children quickly settle back 

into routines, and I have enjoyed popping in and out of 
classrooms to see how confidently they’ve started the 

term. Our new children have also made a fantastic start, 
and we are so pleased with how well they have settled into 

our school family.

If you would like to see what your child will be learning this 
half term, our curriculum maps can be found here as well 

as on our school website. These provide an overview of 
the exciting learning planned across the different year 

groups.

This half term, our core value is love and compassion. 
Alongside this, our relational focus will be on being ready 
to learn – not only in school, but also in life. This week, the 

children enjoyed the story ‘The Problem with Problems’, 
which helped them think about the importance of sharing 

worries and how much lighter we can feel when we do.

We were delighted to welcome Mrs Balcer to school this 
Wednesday for her first day teaching in Orchard Class. It 
has also been lovely to see Mrs Davies in school, who will 

be Acting Head during my maternity leave. My final 
working day will be Friday 22nd September, but I look 

forward to still being part of special moments during the 
year ahead such as the Nativity and our end-of-year play.

Jessica Evans
Head of School

Thought of the week:

English Oak

Upcoming Dates

Friday 11th July School Disco

W/B: 14/07/25
Wednesday 16th

Health and wellbeing week
Seals Cove Trip - PE kit

17/07/25 Y6 Leavers in the morning, KS2 play in the afternoon

Log of house point winners for 
end of term prize:

Newsletter 1: 
Newsletter 2: 
Newsletter 3: 
Newsletter 4:
Newsletter 5:

mailto:office@stmarysthorncombe.dorset.sch.uk
https://www.stmarysthorncombe.dorset.sch.uk/
https://www.stmarysthorncombe.dorset.sch.uk/87/curriculum-maps
https://www.facebook.com/p/Thorncombe-St-Marys-CE-Primary-Academy-100055158566079/?locale=en_GB
https://www.instagram.com/thorncombeprimaryschool/#


Little Acorns - Claire Stockford
It has been such a wonderful first week welcoming back Little Acorns. It’s like they never 

left! We have welcomed some new faces to the our Little Acorns family, who have settled in 
so well. It has been fabulous to see how well they have adapted to a new routine, joined in 
with activities and already began forming those important friendships with other children. 

Little Acorns have been super busy with lots of crafts this week. They have loved gluing 
and sticking activities using tissue paper and sequins to create artwork. They have also 

enjoyed roleplaying, making me some delicious recipes from our home corner food as well 
as dressing up. Little Acorns had lots of fun joining in with Forest School this week where 

they were building dens and playing games. 

Over the next week…
● Hear your child read at least 3 times each week. Please record this in their reading 

records/BoomReader. Parents - children are never too old to have a story read to them. 
They gain so much from this special time with you.

● Practise your multiplication and division facts using TTRS or other resources.

 

Class News from this Week!

Orchard

Maths X

English X

Spellings

Science X

DT XX

French X

RE x

History X

PE

PSHCE

Forest School

Computing

Music

Pippin Class - Miss Chestney
What a FANTASTIC start to the academic 

year! The children have all settled in 
beautifully. Year 3 have adapted well to 

their new routine of joining Orchard Class 
for a range of subjects. It honestly felt like I 
was dropping my own children off on their 

first day when they went in for their first 
maths lesson without me!

Reception have been enjoying learning 
about our classroom and discovering 

where to find the toys. They have also been 
completing some of the start of year 

assessments to help us plan activities that 
will support their learning this term.

We have made a wonderful start with 
phonics. The children are so eager to learn 
and write their phonics letters and words. 

Reception are focusing on letter formation, 
while Year 1/2 are working on writing words 

with their sounds in.

I am really excited for the year ahead. We 
have such a lovely class in Pippin and I 

already know that they are going to shine.

Miss Chestney 

Pippins 

Maths

English

Phonics x

Science

Art

RE

History

PE

Music

PSHCE

Forest School

Computing

Orchard Class - Miss Taylor
Orchard have had a fabulous start to the 

new year! The children have all been 
happy and enthusiastic and a pleasure 

to teach! 

In Maths, all year groups have been 
exploring place value. Year 3 and 4 have 

been amazing at remembering their 
columns and also how to partition 

numbers in their thousands! Year 5 and 6 
have been ordering and recognising 

numbers up to 10 million! 

In Geography, we have started our 
learning on Rainforests. The children 
have drawn, painted and used mixed 
media to create a wonderful display 

themed around the rainforest layers and 
the wildlife found there. 

The children have been creative with 
emotive language in English this week. 
They have written descriptive settings 

based around our class novel: ‘The 
Explorer’ by Katherine Rundell. I have 

been so impressed with their 
imagination!



What a lovely week!



What a lovely week!



Safeguarding Information

Our child protection policy can be found here.

Mental Health Support Services:
Dorset Support Somerset Support Devon Support

https://stmarys.acornacademy.org/216/policies-1
https://www.dorsethealthcare.nhs.uk/access-mental-health
https://www.somersetft.nhs.uk/mental-health/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/care-and-health/mental-health/

