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Dear Parents and Carers,

This week, the children have been busy planting sunflowers across the
school. This has provided a wonderful opportunity to link learning in
science, as pupils explore plants and what they need to grow, alongside
developing their understanding of measurement in maths as they track
and compare growth over time. We are looking forward to seeing how tall
they grow in the coming weeks.

In worship, we have been focusing on the importance of making
thoughtful and responsible choices. The children have reflected
carefully on how their actions can offect others and how they can make
positive decisions both in and out of school.

We ended the week on a high with Comic Relief, which brought a real
sense of fun and community spirit. Thank you for your support in
helping us mark this important event while also raising money for a
good cause.

| would also like to take this opportunity to address an important
concern that has been aoffecting some of our pupils. We are increasingly
oware that the use of mobile phones and social media outside of school
is leading to upset and disagreements being brought into school.

We kindly ask that parents closely monitor their child’'s use of devices
and social medio. Many of the apps that children access, such as
WhatsApp, Instagram and TikTok, have a minimum age rating of 13. This
is because children typically need a certain level of emotional maturity
to manage the content they may encounter and to interact responsibly
with others online.

Your support in this area is essential. Please ensure that your child is

using age-appropriate platforms and that you are aware of their online
activity. Helping children understand how to communicate respectfully
and safely online is a shared responsibility, and your guidance at home
plays a crucial role in this.

ith best wishes, Sal Davies

Please like, comment and share on
our social media posts to spread
the word of our wonderful schooll.
Click below to be taken to them.

Hope shines
brightest in the
quiet warmth of a

spring day.
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4 . St. Mary's CE Primary Academy, Chard Street, Thorncombe, Somerset, TA20 4NE
Phone: 01460 30535 Email: office@stmarysthorncombe.dorset.sch.uk

Our core value this term is:
Hope

Our golden apple \
winners this week are....

ST

The winning house this week:

Cilver Birch

W/B 23/03/26:

Monday
Breakfast club

PE Lessons
Lego & Games ASC: 3.15-4.30

Tuesday
Breakfast club: 8-8.30

Forest School Sessions
Bikes+Trikes ASC: 3.15-4.30

Wednesday
Breakfast club: 8-8.30

PE Lessons
Sports Skills ASC: 3.15-4.30

Thursday
Breakfast club: 8-8.30

Creative ASC: 3.15-4.30

Friday
Breakfast Club: 8-8.30
Chromebooks ASC: 3.15-4.30
PFA Easter Bingo
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Website: https://www.stmarysthorncombe.dorset.sch.uk/
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https://www.facebook.com/p/Thorncombe-St-Marys-CE-Primary-Academy-100055158566079/?locale=en_GB
https://www.instagram.com/thorncombeprimaryschool/#
mailto:office@stmarysthorncombe.dorset.sch.uk
https://www.stmarysthorncombe.dorset.sch.uk/

Class News from this Week!

Little Acorns - Claire Stockford

This week in Little Acorns we have been very busy creating some wonderful artwork. The
children have explored Gluing and sticking, painting using flower stencils and creating marks
using the paint markers. We have explored the book ‘Do you love bugs' which has sparked
fascinating conversations around bugs and why it's important to toke care of them. We went
on a bug hunt around the school, first exploring our quiet garden then moving onto our forest
school area where we discovered lots of different bugs. Little Acorns have loved water play this
week, filling and emptying containers and pouring water down some guttering. They had so
much fun! The children very much enjoyed roasting marshmallows on a fire in forest school.
Little Acorns once again have impressed me with their learning this week and have all shown
great enthusiasm and curiosity in all activities and growing in their confidence.

Pippin Class - Mrs Wheaton
We have been enjoying spotting signs
of spring and exploring daffodils, as
well as the changes that happen during
this season, such as new life through
life cycles, blooming flowers, and
changes in the weather. The children
have created some wonderful artwork
in response, using materials of their
choice.

In their history lessons, Year 1and 2
have been learning about Queen
Elizabeth Il and Queen Victoria. This
week, we focused on the life of Queen
Victoria. If your child is in Year 1 or 2,
ask them to share what a monarch is,
how someone becomes a monarch, and
who the longest-reigning monarch is. |
think you'll be very impressed!

In PE with Mr Snowling, the children are
focusing on invasion games. It has
been great to see their confidence

develop, and he has shared some really

positive feedback about how they are
doing.

Orchard Class - Miss Taylor

The children have worked incredibly hard
this week during their termly
assessments. We have been very proud of
their positive attitudes and the respect
they have shown to one another, helping
everyone to do their best.

In English, the children have begun diary
recounts based on a monk’s account of
the Viking attack at Lindisfarne, using
descriptive and imaginative language. |

n Science, Year S and 6 have been
learning about the phases of the moon
and enjoyed sharing their fascinating
knowledge.

In Art, the children explored different
techniques to create the texture of a
Viking seq, including watercolour and oil
pastel resist, splatter, salt, and cling film.
They are looking forward to developing
this further next lesson.

It has been lovely to enjoy the sunshine
this week, which has brought a real sense
of warmth and positivity to the
classroom.

Over the next week...

e Hear your child read at least 3 times each week. Please record this in their reading
records/BoomReader. Parents - children are never too old to have a story read to them.
They gain so much from this special time with you.

e Practise your multiplication and division facts using TTRS or other resources.

Year 1 2s, 5s, 10s
Year 2 2s, Ss, 10s
Year 3 3s,4s, 8s

Year 4,5 and 6

all multiplication tables up to 12x12

Children learn
4,000 to 12,000
words per year
through reading.




Red Nose Day 2026

: AL :\ 2
Today we came together to laugh, smile and make a
difference as we celebrated Red Nose Day! From wearing
something red to sharing lots of giggles throughout the
day, it was wonderful to see the children embracing the
spirit of kindness and helping others. We even had some

fantastic red noses and creative outfits!










Minibeast Hunt

Tick the minibeasts that you have found!

spider @ﬂ ‘, woodlouse
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Additional Information

- Thorncombe Village Shop
16 March at 19:25 - Q

» WEVE BEEN NOMINATED!

The Thorncombe Village Shop & Café has been nominated for the Countryside Alliance Awards
2026 - Best Village Shop.

These national awards celebrate rural businesses that keep villages thriving, and this nomination is CO n YO U tO ke O

recognition of our incredible voluntears and the role the shop plays in our community.

We're up against shops in much larger areas, so every single vote really matters. m O m e n t t O

() Voting takes less than a minute S u p p O rt O U r
Simply vote here: o
www.research.net/r/CAA26SWCA l.OV@ ly V l llO 9 e
Please share with friends and family who know and love the shop. Here are some of our lovely 2
volunteers past and present g2 S h O p O n d C Ofe

with their
nomination in
the Countryside
Allionce Awards?

Please help out
by adding your
vote:

www.research.net/
r/CAA26SWCA

Mental Health Support Services:
Dorset Support Somerset Support Devon Support

Safequarding Information

Mrs Sal Davies Mrs Merryn Wheaton

Designated
Safeguarding Lead Deputy DSL
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Our child protection policy can be found here.


https://stmarys.acornacademy.org/216/policies-1
https://www.dorsethealthcare.nhs.uk/access-mental-health
https://www.somersetft.nhs.uk/mental-health/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/care-and-health/mental-health/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.research.net%2Fr%2FCAA26SWCA%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwcXZ2Q2U2d0s5QjhyOGFwd3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5znd_lwVW67SG9qmT10WTsqVHglcleYNexHlHCq5rBMmqdFpeNvpd3sEUdaA_aem_cmd74yFsti0vLK-km5NMSQ&h=AT4jA2-7ra3EU8kg5v_52sCYh5t_EYB8PARVAnlyMWebCwceK4T0C1rX49O-AIHXC0kAZQew4LaFyN2IDQwjYBSZ4KHJ95K1_Mc7TSOiYbT6EL-6AWZ7sUc3ZZBUPFpEZMV7KRK0l6XAAt7t&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT4FIZ37MaL-ZR0wgU7tdTxcYhsy8JHJPj5EKy6gs0M3UogkUDxaofvJZ9wQaaJs1y0IXo2HS0IwG_683HOCKBISJPjx1H528_PZpeq5QSm9_UWM9t_NQucknLwUeZ-B2Y8NK_iitX-LkaJaYWT2iFDGYvXnQpipi711hHzL8X89xlBKjznGkT7xy895-8sOa3ErVoWHbkDcNT6joV4ZH3ABzQ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.research.net%2Fr%2FCAA26SWCA%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwcXZ2Q2U2d0s5QjhyOGFwd3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5znd_lwVW67SG9qmT10WTsqVHglcleYNexHlHCq5rBMmqdFpeNvpd3sEUdaA_aem_cmd74yFsti0vLK-km5NMSQ&h=AT4jA2-7ra3EU8kg5v_52sCYh5t_EYB8PARVAnlyMWebCwceK4T0C1rX49O-AIHXC0kAZQew4LaFyN2IDQwjYBSZ4KHJ95K1_Mc7TSOiYbT6EL-6AWZ7sUc3ZZBUPFpEZMV7KRK0l6XAAt7t&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT4FIZ37MaL-ZR0wgU7tdTxcYhsy8JHJPj5EKy6gs0M3UogkUDxaofvJZ9wQaaJs1y0IXo2HS0IwG_683HOCKBISJPjx1H528_PZpeq5QSm9_UWM9t_NQucknLwUeZ-B2Y8NK_iitX-LkaJaYWT2iFDGYvXnQpipi711hHzL8X89xlBKjznGkT7xy895-8sOa3ErVoWHbkDcNT6joV4ZH3ABzQ

