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Dear Parents and Carers,

I hope you are all well.

A quick reminder of our home learning expectations: daily 
reading remains essential for all pupils, and from Year 1 
onwards children should regularly use Numbots or TTRS to 
build their maths fluency. Thank you for your continued 
support with this at home.

This week, we introduced our new core value of forgiveness, 
explored through the parable of the Good Samaritan. The 
children have responded thoughtfully, reflecting on kindness 
and compassion. Singing worship has focused on a vision  
song, celebrating living, learning and growing together.

We would like to remind parents of the importance of 
punctuality and attendance. Department for Education 
guidance recommends a minimum of 97% attendance. Good 
attendance supports both academic progress and social 
development, helping children feel secure and confident in 
school.

As the weather becomes warmer, please be mindful that 
hayfever may affect some children and ensure any required 
medication is provided. We also ask that suncream is applied 
before school, with a clearly labelled bottle sent in if needed.

All children should bring a water bottle daily and are 
encouraged to have a named hat in their bag for outdoor 
use.

Thank you for your ongoing support.                                      
With best wishes,
Sal Davies

Our core value this term is:

Forgiveness

Our golden apple 
winners for this week. 

W/B 27/04/26:
ASC = after school club

Monday
Breakfast club

PE Lessons
Lego & Games ASC: 3.15-4.30

Tuesday
Breakfast club: 8-8.30

Forest School Sessions
Bikes+Trikes ASC: 3.15-4.30

Wednesday
‘Growing Together’ Dance Day

Breakfast club: 8-8.30
Sports Skills ASC: 3.15-4.30

Thursday
Breakfast club: 8-8.30
Creative ASC: 3.15-4.30

Friday
Breakfast club: 8-8.30

Film ASC: 3.15-4.30

Please like, comment and share on 
our social media posts to spread 
the word of our wonderful school!. 

Click below to be taken to them.

The winning house this week:

English Oak

Log of house point winners for end of term 
prize:

Spring 2:
Week 1: Silver Birch

Week 2: Copper Beech
Week 3: Silver Birch
Week 4: English Oak

Week 5: Copper Beech

Summer 1
Week 1:
Week 2:
Week 3:
Week 4:
Week 5:
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Bits that need to 
be updated 

before sending 
to parents. 

Change 
background 

back to white 
when updated

Like the Dorset hedgerows 
in spring, may we grow with 

kindness, blossom with 
forgiveness, and walk each 
day together in hope and 

love

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/articles/zm2cvwx
https://www.facebook.com/p/Thorncombe-St-Marys-CE-Primary-Academy-100055158566079/?locale=en_GB
https://www.instagram.com/thorncombeprimaryschool/#
mailto:office@stmarysthorncombe.dorset.sch.uk
https://www.stmarysthorncombe.dorset.sch.uk/


Little Acorns - Claire Stockford
 What a lovely week back we have had in Little Acorns. It has been wonderful to hear 
lots of stories of what the children have been upto over the holidays. Little Acorns 
have had a busy week, they have loved beening outside this week where we had a 

lovely walk around our field creating our own flower collages. We have  been exploring 
changes in nature and what we can see around us, different plants/flowers and leaves 

growing. Little Acorns have really enjoyed our story of the week “Monkey Puzzle” and 
have been excited to predict what animal came next in the story. The children have 

also created some lovely art work using pipettes and waterpaint. Little Acorns enjoyed 
their bug hunt in Forest school where they spotted some water bugs in our pond. 

Over the next week…
● Hear your child read at least 3 times each week. Please record this in their reading 

records/BoomReader. Parents - children are never too old to have a story read to them. 
They gain so much from this special time with you.

● Practise your multiplication and division facts using TTRS or other resources.

 

Class News from this Week!

Orchard

Maths

English xx

Spellings

Science x

Art xx

French

RE x

History x

PE x

PSHCE

Forest School

Computing

Music

Pippin Class - Mrs Wheaton
What a great start to Summer term. It 
has been lovely to welcome lots of new 
faces in our class this week. We hope 

you have enjoyed joining our class and 
have had lots of fun. 

Our topic is ‘Seas and Coasts’ this term. 
Please see the curriculum maps for 

what your child will be learning. Please 
ask them about the things on the maps 

as we go through the term too, it’s 
great to share learning together and it 

also helps children remember! 

Reception’s story of the week has been 
‘The fish who can wish.’ We have learned 
lots of new words and have spoken in 
depth about what we would wish for if 

we could make a wish! It links well to our 
core value of forgiveness too, as 

sometimes we have to forgive ourselves 
when we make mistakes. 

I look forward to another week at St 
Mary’s! Have a lovely weekend.

Pippin

Maths

English

Phonics

Science

DT

RE

History

PE

Music

Y3 French

PSHCE

Forest School

Computing

Orchard Class - Miss Taylor
It has been a lovely, sunny start to the new 

term, and the children have thoroughly 
enjoyed being outside on the field for PE. 
They were fantastic during their athletics 

training on Monday, especially while 
practising for the relay!

In Geography, we have begun our new topic, 
The Amazing Americas. The children used 

atlases and maps to locate North and South 
America, as well as identifying key countries 

and physical features within these 
continents.

In DT, the children had great fun exploring 
biscuits! They examined packaging and 
considered the target audience before 
taste-testing a variety of biscuits and 

evaluating their taste and texture.

In English, we are focusing on flashback 
narratives using our class text, Holes. The 
children are really enjoying how the story 
moves between the past and present, and 
they have been using a range of literary 

devices to enhance their own writing across 
different time periods.

Have a wonderful weekend! 



 

What a lovely week!

What a lovely week!

Exploring changes 
in Nature - EYFS 

welly walk



 

What a lovely week!

What a lovely week!
In Pippin’s English unit they 
are learning about Fables, 

focusing on morals.

We started by watching a 
short video clip about 

some animals who were 
trying to cross a bridge.

Year 1 firstly sorted 
sentences into question 

marks or exclamation 
marks and then matched 
them to the characters. 

Year 2 then wrote in 
character using 

exclamation and question 
marks for each of the 4 

characters. Year 3 had to 
explain why the characters 
were feeling a certain way.

Here is an example of some 
fabulous Year 2 work!



 

What a lovely week!

What a lovely week!



Safeguarding Information

Our child protection policy can be found here.

Mental Health Support Services:
Dorset Support Somerset Support    Devon Support

 

Mrs Merryn Wheaton
EYFS Lead and Pippin 

Teacher
Deputy DSL

Additional Information

https://stmarys.acornacademy.org/216/policies-1
https://www.dorsethealthcare.nhs.uk/access-mental-health
https://www.somersetft.nhs.uk/mental-health/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/care-and-health/mental-health/
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