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Dear Parents and Carers,

On Tuesday, the Open the Book team visited us for our 
collective worship. Will and John shared the story of the 
paralysed man, and the children listened beautifully. We 
had lots of keen volunteers ready to take part in their 
next visit! A special well done to our fantastic volunteers 
from Years 1, 3 and 4, who gave us some wonderfully loud 
and enthusiastic performances this time!

On Wednesday, we joined over 9,000 children from 
schools across Somerset for Bishop’s Worship. We 
explored the theme of how we grow, thinking about how a 
farmer plants seeds and provides everything they need, 
but ultimately leaves the growing to God. Just like seeds, 
we need love, care and encouragement to help us grow 
and flourish. It was a lovely opportunity for us to join with 
so many other children across Somerset.

Today, we were incredibly proud to celebrate receiving 
our Platinum OPAL Award, recognising the fantastic 
journey we have been on over the last three years. It all 
began when Mrs Wheaton approached me with an idea 
about how we could transform our break times, and what 
a journey it has been since then! With Kate from OPAL 
and the Mayor joining us today, it was wonderful to 
celebrate what we have achieved together as staff, 
children, parents, carers and the wider community came 
together to make it the best it could be.  Break times 
make up around 20% of a child’s school day, so we place 
huge importance on making this time as enjoyable, 
active and meaningful as possible

Mrs Jessica Evans
Head of School

Our core value this term is:

Love & Compassion
Our golden apple 

winners for this week. 
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Monday
R/1/2 PE 

Tuesday
Forest School

R/1/2/3 PE

Wednesday
Music Lessons

Homelearning club
Y4,5,6 PE

Thursday
Professional School Photos

Orchard Home Learning due

Friday
Y4,5,6 PE

Daily Breakfast Club | 8-8:30am
A relaxed start to the day with 
breakfast and play.

Daily After School Club | 
3:15-4:30pm
Child-led play and activities based 
on children’s interests.

Please like, comment and share on 
our social media posts to spread 
the word of our wonderful school! 
Click below to be taken to them.

The winning house this week:

Silver Birch
Log of house point winners for end of term 

prize:

Autumn 1
Week 1 - English oak and silver birch

Week 2 - silver birch
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To go on next week’s newsletter:

Homework
Please make sure your child has their TTRS, Numbots and Magma 
Maths login details in the front of their reading record, and that 
reading is recorded regularly. Magma Maths should take no more 
than 30 minutes across the school week. If your child is finding the 
work particularly challenging or taking significantly longer, please 
stop after 30 minutes and let their class teacher know.

Our homework club runs every Wednesday lunchtime for children who 
anyone who has been unable to complete their homework at home.

https://www.facebook.com/p/Thorncombe-St-Marys-CE-Primary-Academy-100055158566079/?locale=en_GB
https://www.instagram.com/thorncombeprimaryschool/#
mailto:office@stmarysthorncombe.dorset.sch.uk
https://www.stmarysthorncombe.dorset.sch.uk/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1nRUg3KaTiY_SsJOkDxdTp9ke3qfTsJKl/edit?slide=id.p1#slide=id.p1
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/13t1es9O7baPa8-eyUQfJj4Eedps-B8Ku/edit?gid=1300118927#gid=1300118927


Little Acorns - Claire Stockford
We have had such a fun week here in Little Acorns! The children have thoroughly 
enjoyed out story of the week ‘We’re going on a bear hunt’. This is definitely a firm 
favourite of ours and Little Acorns have loved exploring and taking part in many 

activities based around the story. They have become so familiar with it that most of 
them know the story off by heart! It has been wonderful to see the children retell the 
story through sensory tuff trays, movement, in their imaginative play and of course 
going on many many bear hunts!. Little Acorns have been using their creative skills 

through painting bear masks, making marks with the large paint markers and doing 
some wonderful drawings on the playground using chalk. 

Over the next week…
● Hear your child read at least 3 times each week. Please record this in their reading 

records. Parents - children are never too old to have a story read to them. They gain so 
much from this special time with you.

● Practise your multiplication and division facts using TTRS or other resources.

 

Class News from this Week!

Orchard

Maths x

English

Spellings

Science

DT x

French

RE

Geography x

PE

PSHCE

Forest School

Computing

Music x

Pippin Class - Mrs Wheaton
This week the children have been starting 

to plan their own story, based on ‘Going on 
a Bear Hunt.’ I am really excited to read 
these stories as we have some fantastic 

ideas that the children have been sharing 
with one another in our class discussions. 

Lots of great oracy! 

In Science this week we went on a 
minibeast hunt, recorded our findings and 

represented the patterns we found on a 
bar chart.

In RE, we have been learning about the 
Muslim community and their beliefs. We 

have learned that Muslims believe in one 
God, Allah, and that there are 99 beautiful 
names that describe Allah’s qualities. We 

also learned how some Muslims use prayer 
beads to help them remember these 

names.

In Geography we have been learning about 
our world. Last week the children learned 

about the continents, this week they 
learned about the oceans. Ask them to tell 
you which continent/ocean is the biggest - 

you will be impressed! 

Pippin

Maths x

English xx

Phonics x

Science x

Art x

RE x

Geog x

PE

Music

Y3 French

PSHCE

Forest School

Computing

Orchard Class - Miss Taylor & Mrs Balcer
This week, in English, children have been 

exploring character description. They have 
listened to our class novel, The Nowhere 

Emporium, and discussed what they can tell 
about the characters’ physical appearance 

and personality. They then drew and 
described their own character for their 

mystery narrative.

In DT, children compared lighthouses and 
explored their important features before 

designing their own lighthouse, which they 
will begin to build next lesson. If you happen 
to have any Pringles tubes at home, they are 

very useful!

In Science, Year 3 and 4 carried out an 
investigation into whether people with longer 
femurs can jump further! They measured the 

length of their femurs before heading 
outside to measure their jumps.

In Geography, children explored the physical, 
topographical and human features of the 
UK. They identified important landmarks 

before describing their location on a map.
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 What a lovely week!
Bishop collective worship
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Open the book



 OPAL PLATINUM CELEBRATIONS!
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C�i�t�i�u�f�h�o�v�e�rs �f�i�u�f�fy
C�i�t�i�u�f�h�o�v�e�rs �f�i�u�f�fy �i�hd �c�t�t�h�h�g�es �g�r�e�en,
S�i�r�i�w�h�e�r�r�h�es �i�v�e�e�h�er �t�h�in �i�iy I'�ve �h�e�en.

B�e�e�i�r�o�ot �i�i�r�t�he �i�hd �o�i�h�o�ss �w�i�a�he,
A�tl �g�r�ow �a�h�e�h�i�t�iy �h�iy �i�hd �i�h�g�at.

T�he �i�i�t�h�es �i�re �r�i�he, �i�hd �t�he �t�i�i�ss �i�re 
�r�ed,

T�he �i�r�o�hd �h�e�i�ss �i�re �t�h�e�e�i�i�hg �in �t�he 
�t�h�i�t�h�e�iy �h�ed.

B�h�h�c�t�h�e�r�r�h�es �i�re �g�i�h�cy �i�hd �r�i�t�h�i�rb �h�o�ir,
M�i�r�r�o�ws �f�a�at'�i�i�hg, �h�o�ir �iy �h�o�ir.

G�o�o�h�e�h�e�r�r�h�es �h�i�i�ry �i�hd �h�e�a�i�h�c�es �f�at,
R�h�i�s�t�h�es �r�o�i�hd �i�hd �r�i�i�h�er �h�e�i�ss �f�h�at.

T�he �i�i�t�h�es �i�re �r�i�he, �i�hd �t�he �t�i�i�ss �i�re 
�r�ed,

T�he �i�r�o�hd �h�e�i�ss �i�re �t�h�e�e�i�i�hg �in �t�he 
�t�h�i�t�h�e�iy �h�ed.

O�r�i�h�g�ey �c�i�r�r�o�ss �i�hd �i�i�r�i�i�ss �c�r�e�im,
R�e�h�h�e�i�i�hg �h�o�h�a�h�o�es �t�h�at �s�h�ed �ho �he �g�r�e�en.

B�r�o�wn �h�o�h�a�h�o�es �in �i�a�a�t�he �h�e�i�ss,
D�o�wn �in �t�he �h�i�r�i�h�e�ss �w�h�e�re �t�he �c�e�h�e�ry 

�t�h�e�e�ss.

T�he �i�i�t�h�es �i�re �r�i�he, �i�hd �t�he �t�i�i�ss �i�re 
�r�ed,

T�he �i�r�o�hd �h�e�i�ss �i�re �t�h�e�e�i�i�hg �in �t�he 
�t�h�i�t�h�e�iy �h�ed, �g�e�th!



A�a�i�i�in �h�i�gs
A�a�i�i�in �h�i�gs �w�h�en �t�he �g�r�s�ss �ss �g�e�v�e�t�h�ed 

A�hd �t�he �i�t�tk �i�s�i�h�he a �c�h�e�a�i�i�at �t�h�e�tl. 
J�e�i�t�h�i�h�es �h�e�e�i�i�hg �in �t�he �i�ir �ho �he �r�e�f�h�e�t�h�ed. 

A�tl �t�h�e�he �t�i�i�hg I �h�o�ve �ho �v�e�tl 

So I �i�s�a�in't �f�o�r�g�et 
No, I �i�s�a�in't �f�o�r�g�et. 

To �h�iy a �g�r�e�at �i�hg T�h�i�tk Y�ou 
I �i�s�a�in't �f�o�r�g�et 

C�h�o�h�ss �t�h�at �h�o�ok �i�t�he �f�i�i�t�i�h�ir �f�h�c�es 
A�hd �t�he �w�i�a�h�er's �h�o�on �w�a�th �f�r�o�a�h�ed �r�i�h�gs. 

S�h�e�tl �of �h�h�c�on �ss I �f�s�a�h�en �ip �iy �h�h�c�es 
A�hd �t�he �h�o�hg �t�he �i�t�t�i�h�in �i�i�h�gs 

CHORUS  
W�i�i�i�h�ed-�ip �i�i�r�iy �t�h�at �ss 

�r�i�i�t�h�ow-�h�c�a�a�h�e�r�ed 
A�hd a �i�w�t�t�h�ow �c�i�r�w�i�hg �in �t�he �t�iy 

S�h�o�es �ho �c�o�u�fy �t�h�o�h�gh �t�h�ey'�re �w�o�rn �o�at 
�i�hd �t�h�ey'�re �h�a�a�h�e�r�ed 

A�hd �t�he �h�s�a�he �of �i�i�t�he �i�he. 
CHORUS  

S�c�e�at �of �g�i�r�h�e�ss �w�h�en �t�he �r�i�in's 
�h�e�en �f�t�t�i�i�hg 

A�hd a �i�i�i�h�ow �h�i�r�i�i�hg �h�o�wn a �a�i�r�e�im 
P�h�c�h�ed-�ip �e�h�g�i�he �t�h�at's �h�e�en �a�i�a�a�h�e�r�i�hg 

�i�hd �a�h�t�t�i�i�hg 
A�hd a �w�in �f�or �iy �h�o�he �h�e�im. 

CHORUS



H�i�r�v�e�at S�i�t�ha
C�t�t�h�h�g�es �i�hd �g�r�e�e�ss

B�r�o�c�c�o�ii �i�hd �h�e�i�ss
C�i�t�i�u�f�h�o�v�er �i�hd �r�o�s�a�h�ed �h�o�h�a�h�o�es

T�s�a�he �ho �g�o�od �ho �he

A�i�r�h�c�o�ss �i�hd �t�i�i�ss
R�i�h�e�h�ed �in �t�he �i�in

O�r�i�h�g�es �i�hd �g�e�t�h�ow �h�i�h�i�h�ss
G�o�od �f�or �e �v�e�r�g�o�he

It's �i�h�o�t�h�er H�i�r�v�e�at F�e�a�i�i �w�tl
W�h�en �ve �i�r�i�hg �o�ir �f�r�i�at �i�hd �v�e�g�e�h�t�t�h�es
'C�i�s�he �ve �w�i�at �ho �t�h�i�re �t�he �h�e�at �of �t�tl
T�he �g�o�od �t�i�i�h�gs �t�h�at �ve'�ve �h�e�en �g�i �v�en

It's �i�h�o�t�h�er �o�i�h�o�r�i�i�i�a�iy
To �he �g�r�a�h�e�f�tl �f�or �t�he �f�o�od �ve �e�at

W�a�th a �h�i�t�ha �c�e�h�e�i�r�a�i�h�on �ho
S�iy �t�h�i�tk Y�ou �ho G�od �t�he F�a�t�h�er

G�o�h�h�en �c�o�rn �i�hd �w�h�e�at
O�a�ss �i�hd �i�h�g�ir �h�e�et

F�i�u�f�fy �r�h�ce �i�hd �h�s�a�iy �i�h�h�g�h�e�a�ii
W�o�h�h�e�r�f�tl �ho �e�at

C�o�f�f�ee �c�o�c�oa �h�ea
G�r�o�w�i�hg �h�at'�r�t�t�iy

H�e�r�h�tl �t�h�i�a�ss �i�hd �t�tl �i�i�h�ss �of �i�i�h�c�es
V�e�ry �i�h�ce �i�h�h�e�ed

T�h�i�tk Y�ou �f�or �t�he �h�i�r�v�e�at
T�h�i�tk Y�ou �f�or Y�o�ir �g�o�o�i�h�e�ss

F�or �t�tl �of �t�he �f�r�i�at �i�hd �v�e�g�e�h�t�t�h�es
A�hd �t�he �w�o�h�h�e�r�f�tl �t�i�i�h�gs �t�h�at �g�r�ow X2

CHORUS
G�od �t�he F�a�t�h�er



Safeguarding Information

Our child protection policy can be found here.

 

Mrs Merryn Wheaton
EYFS Lead and Pippin 

Teacher
Deputy DSL

Additional Information

https://stmarys.acornacademy.org/216/policies-1

