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Our core value this term is:

Love & Compascion

Dear Parents and Carers,

We are so proud of the children this half term. They

have been incredibly well mannered and have / Our golden apple \
winners for this week.

embraced our school and classroom routines.

Our focus has been on being ready to learn, including
having the correct resources, being mentally prepared
and respecting our learning environments. We have
also explored our core value of Love and Compassion,
learning from Bible parables and considering how we
can show kindness and compassion in our everyday
lives.

Friday's PFA Disco was a huge success, raising over £90!
Thank you to Mrs Wheaton and the parents who
volunteered their time to make the event possible.

The winning house this week:

Silver Birch

Have a wonderful half term!
W/B 02.11.2026

Monday
R/1/2 PE

Today's PFA Cake Sale also raised £45, which will go
towards providing future resources for the children.
Thank you to everyone who supported both events!

We look forward to welcoming the children back on
Monday 2nd November.

Tuesday
Forest School

R/1/2/3 PE

Please remember that children should arrive before the
school gates close at 8.45om and wear the correct
school uniform each day.

Wednesday
Music Lessons

Home Learning club
4/5/6 PE

We wish all our families a happy and restful half-term
break! ¢

Mrs Jessica Evans
Head of School

Thursday
Orchard Home Learning due

Frida

Please like, comment and share on
our social media posts to spread

the word of our wonderful school!
Click below to be taken to them.
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Daily Breakfast Club | 8-8:30am
A relaxed start to the day with
breakfast and play.

Daily After School Club | 3:15-4:30om
Child-led play and activities based
on children’s interests.
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https://www.facebook.com/p/Thorncombe-St-Marys-CE-Primary-Academy-100055158566079/?locale=en_GB
https://www.instagram.com/thorncombeprimaryschool/#
mailto:office@stmarysthorncombe.dorset.sch.uk
https://www.stmarysthorncombe.dorset.sch.uk/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1WOiiUHvaPiVqL5yl95yKulxx4fen517fMtHeoWAX3tk/edit?slide=id.g37f17ec5060_0_0#slide=id.g37f17ec5060_0_0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/13t1es9O7baPa8-eyUQfJj4Eedps-B8Ku/edit?gid=1300118927#gid=1300118927

Class News from this Week!

Little Acorns - Mrs Wheaton (In Claire's absence for this week!)

We've gone a little pumpkin mad this week! @ The children have enjoyed exploring
pumpkins in lots of different ways, from draowing on them and hammering golf tees into
them to investigating their different colours, shapes, sizes and textures. We also
enjoyed listening to the story Pumpkin Soup. Our autumn exploration continued as we
looked closely ot leaves, noticing their different colours, shapes and sizes. We
discovered that some leaves have smooth or wavy edges, whilst others have sharp,
zigzag edges! We've also been developing our hand-eye coordination using a kickflip
and beanbag. It was lovely to see the children growing in confidence and improving
their control as they practised. Have a lovely half term!

Pippin Class - Mrs Wheaton
We have filled in our knowledge sheets this
week and reflected on all the learning we
have done so far this term. In Geography,
the children had one last go at showing off
their knowledge of continents and oceans.
They have done a brilliant job at this and
were really confident in identifying the 7
continents and 5 oceans.

The children have completed their
independent writing assessment. It is really
great to see the progress they make over
the year and these assessments go into
their ‘Writing Through The Years' books
which they can look back on as they get
older. It also allows me to identify next

steps to focus on with them in our learning.

From the assessments that took place last
week, there is a big improvement on the
children’s reading compared to their last

assessment in Summer - and for our
Reception children, lots of new sounds
learned! A big well done for working so
hard on your reading!

Have a WONDERFUL half term. If you go on
any walks and find any conkers or pine
cones, we would love some please! #; s

Orchard Class - Miss Taylor & Mrs Balcer
Orchard Class have completed their

independent writing assessments this week. It
has been lovely to see all their ideas and hard
work come together in their Writing Through
the Years books. It is also wonderful to know
that they will be able to look back on these
fabulous pieces of writing as they grow older!

In Maths, Years 5 and 6 have started learning
about fractions. They have been exploring
equivalent fractions and using their times

tables knowledge to help them find them. Years

3 and 4 have been practising written addition

methods with numbers up to four digits. | have
been so proud of how well they have
remembered their place valuel

We have also had a very creative week, with the
children almost completing their fabulous
lighthouses as part of our DT project. They just
need to add their electrical circuits now! | know
they cannot wait to take them home and show
them off and they are all looking fantasticl!

Have a fabulous half term and enjoy all the

autumn festivities. '%

Over the next week...

e Hear your child read at least 3 times each week. Please record this in their reading
records. Parents - children are never too old to have a story read to them. They gain so

much from this special time with you.

e Practise your multiplication and division facts using TTRS or other resources.

Year 1 2s, 5s, 10s
Year 2 2s, Ss, 10s
Year 3 3s,4s, 8s

Year 4,5 and 6

all multiplication tables up to 12x12

Children learn
4,000 to 12,000
words per year
through reading.
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What a lovely week!

TTRS Status awards this week! Well done
boys, very well deserved!TTRS Superstarsl!
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A fabulous piece of independent writing
from one of our Year 6 children!

AUTUMN CHALLENGIE

First Federation Trust 2025

We are so proud of
all the children in
our little school who
have been
absolutely fobulous
this week and have
come 3rd overall
out of 1/ school in
the First Federation
Autumn TTRS
Tournament! Well
done everyonel
What o great
achievement!

An amazing year 6
Christmas card!




Forest School - Autumn 1

Hi everyone,

Welcome to our Autumn Forest School news at St Mary's,
Thorncombe! Forest School has been full of autumn colours,
seeds and fruits. The children have enjoyed learning through

discovery and experimentation, creating crafts, practising
their tool skills, identifying trees and exploring leaf printing
and natural pigments.

Little Acorns and Pippin Class enjoyed making a fire and
preparing apple slices dipped in cinnamon and sugar, which
they cooked on skewers. This was a lovely opportunity to talk

about gratitude and the harvest season.

Orchard Class have been developing their skills using tools,
including peelers and knives, and exploring different types of
wood for crafts. They have also enjoyed games and den
building, strengthening their friendships and teamwork skills.

In the garden, we've successfully grown corn, which we hope to
dry and turn into popcorn in the spring! Thank you to the
parents who have kindly donated seeds.

We always welcome donations of seeds, bulbs,
digging tools, old kitchen utensils and pans!

> ¢ Wishing you all a lovely half-term break.

Best wishes,
Paloma Gordon-Watson
Forest School Leader



At National Online Safety, we belleve in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold an informed conversation about online satety with their children, should they feel
Itis needed. This guide focuses on one of many devices which we belleve trusted adults should be aware of, Piease visit www.natlonalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.
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Kids love gadgets, and smartwatches — available to buy from as little as £20 online — make a tempting gift. As
A With any type of mobile technology, though, smartwatches can pose risks to children unless they're used
safely, Receiving unwanted calls, cyber-stalking and distracting a young person when they're crossing
the road are all known risks associated with amanwatches. However, these devices can bring plenty.

AVOID CHEAP OPTIONS
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STORE MEDICAL INFO
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" MAKE THEM COOL FOR SCHOOL

Some schools have banned smartwatches, as pupils have boon using
themas lubiﬂtuh es. If your child’s lchool them, some
devices can be set to prevent distractions in class. For example, Apph s
Schooltime feature turns their watches into ordinary time-keeping devices

00l hours. The dis, changes in this mode, showing teachers
";Piln't being used for ofw purposes. 3

" BE MINDFUL OF BEDTIME

1
smartwatches offer lleop tracking, which some (usually older) ¢
chl ren uleto}us(lly mom to bed. However, that also presents a Bie
emptation to message or check social media late at nlgm, mn it
thelr phone is downstairs. unleu there’s a valid reason M‘Q:Jou
em:ouroge your child to remove the watch in the evenings ensure (he
charger stays in a different room.
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liabllity is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 03.05.2023

EYFS Lead and Pippin
Teacher

Our child protection policy can be found here.


https://stmarys.acornacademy.org/216/policies-1

